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Classroom Connection

1. Social Studies: Mr. Evans frequently makes inappropriate advances towards Holly. Does Mrs. Evans know about this? Who gets punished for his actions? Why?

2. History: Holly compares her experiences as a runaway minor to the          experiences of runaway slaves on the Underground Railroad. What similarities do the two situations have? What are the differences?

3. Ethics: Holly is forced to lie, and steal certain items for survival. Is it okay to lie or steal under certain circumstances? Do we blame Holly for lying or stealing?

4. Literature: Compare and contrast Holly with other orphaned heroes and heroines from English literature. How often do male orphans have a “happy ending”? Do female orphans often end up with the same fate? 

5. Social Studies: Why is Holly so afraid of social workers and the foster care system? Why does she assume they’ll think she’s a liar if she complains? How is it that abusive people like the Evans family come to care for children? 

6. Literature: Holly’s story is a story of survival. How is this story similar to other novels about survival? How is it different from most survival stories? 

Discussion Questions


Divide the class into separate groups and have each present an answer to the question. 

1. What compels Holly to keep writing in her journal? 

2. How does Holly view her peers who aren’t homeless? Does she trust anyone “off” the streets? Is there anyone she trusts at all?

3. Holly prefers the term “gypsy” to “homeless”. Why?  Do she and the other homeless people she encounters share any characteristics with gypsies? Think of how Holly finds shelter, where she finds shelter, and how she occupies her time. 

4. What does the myth of the Blue Lady represent to Holly? What does the Blue Lady represent to the other homeless children? 

5. How does Holly define “freedom”?  Does she ever find it? 

6. Holly says of her situation, “I would WAY rather be hungry and tired and scared on the streets of L.A. than put up with the ‘comfort and safety’ of the Benders’ house.”  Is Holly safer on the streets than in the Benders’ home? What keeps her on the streets? 

Websites

Random House
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780375835223
This is the official site for the book created by the publisher. It includes an author biography,  reviews for the book and a comprehensive teacher’s guide with discussion questions and activities for the readers. 

TeenReads.com
http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/0375835229.asp
This is a brief review of the book. It discusses the realistic aspects of the novel and it’s thematic strength. 

Common Sense Media
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/Runaway_2.html
This is a parents’ guide to the content of books and other media for children. Their review of Runaway discusses both positive and negative aspects of the story and their possible effect on readers. 

Miami New Times Article on Homeless Youth
http://www.miaminewtimes.com/1997-06-05/news/myths-over-miami/
This is an article from a 1997 issue of the Miami New Times about the culture of mythology that has been created by homeless children, particularly those in areas heavily populated by Hispanic Catholics. Some of these myths are repeated in Runaway. 

